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Benton County Groundwater 
Groundwater analysis: Methods and Findings of Phase 
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Phase 1: Water Analysis and Demand Forecast
Overview

Data Collection and Compilation: Use OWRD-
OWSCI funding to compile and project local and regional 
data, including projected demands.

Education and Outreach: Collaborate and collect 
concerns, issues  and values on countywide water 
supply, while increasing the level of awareness.

Water Plan: Establish cross-jurisdictional project 
collaboration, and develop a setting and process to 
address future water issues.
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Community Outreach Findings

Well Users 
What is your Water Supply Source or Sources? Choose all that apply.
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Exempt Groundwater Use Estimate 
Assumptions/Method

• Extrapolation of data from rural community 
groundwater systems that span a range of lot size, 
property value and location within the county.
1.) Average Daily and Peak water use by residence 

(connection)
2.) Data also used to estimate proportion of domestic and 

irrigation water use
3.) Household use estimates were then multiplied by the 

number of households recorded in Benton County, 
excluding households served by all recorded community 
water systems.

Data compiled from: Oregon Drinking Water Program
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The Future of Groundwater and Wells in 

Benton County, Oregon



• Groundwater use is driven by land use.
• Lots within city limits are served by City.
• Lots within UGBs but outside city limits will 

be on domestic wells until annexed to a 
City (health hazard, vote).

• Outside of UGBs max development 
density on currently zoned Rural 
Residential Land was estimated through a 
‘Buildable Lands’ methodology.

Future Exempt Groundwater Use 
Estimate Assumptions/Method
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Benton County Groundwater Ordinance 

Water Supply Requirements and Stats to 
Datewww.co.benton.or.us/cd/documents/water_regs_bp_10-8.pdf

• Two Types of Requirements- 1.) For New Dwellings and 
2.) for New Partitions and Subdivisions
1.)



Benton County Groundwater Ordinance 

2.)- Prior Requirements plus the following:

* Notify All Neighbors within 250 feet radius if in UGB or 1,000 ft if outside UGB.

* Neighbors can monitor wells.  Applicant must document Mailing.





Moving Forward
• Phase 2 

– Tri-County, Watershed Based Assessment and 
Planning (Washington WRIA model?)

– Increase monitoring and fill data gaps assessed 
during Phase 1

– Phase 1 template for organizations interested

• County Management Changes Likely
– Location, Location, Location…Groundwater?
– Monitoring, Conservation, Source (wellhead) 

Protection 




